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El Paso Reunion 2008

The 2008 Reunion will be at the Radisson El Paso Airport 
11-14 September 2008.  Things are winding down for the 
reunion and drop dead dates are near. Hotel reservations 
must be made by 8 August 2008.  On 10 August, we loose 
the group rate and rooms must be booked at the going rate.  
Hotel reservations for the reunion must be made directly 
to the Radisson Hotel El Paso Airport, and not through the 
Radisson Hotel central reservation system.  The hotel tele-
phone number is 1-915-772-3333.  You must ask the front 
desk to make the reservation as part of a “Group Reserva-
tion” for the 2nd Missile Battalion.  Remember, each room 
reservation includes a full breakfast for two, and two tickets 
per room for the nightly happy hour.

Reunion Activity Fees, and the Reservation Form, also 
need to be sent in by 8 August, as we need to give the 
hotel a head count for each meal function that is part of the 
reunion.  (See Reservation  Form at the back of the newslet-
ter.)

New for the 2008 Reunion

The Association has contracted with the NW Territorial 
Mint to mint a coin to commemorate the 50th Anniversary 
of the 2nd Missile Battalion, 71st Artillery’s deployment to 
Taiwan where they provided a defense of the air space of 
Northern Taiwan during the Taiwan Strait Crisis of 1958. 

 The coin will be provided to 2-71 ADA members attend-
ing the 2008 reunion.  The coin will be available to other 
members, after the reunion.  We will let you know how to 
obtain the coin in the next newsletter, or by e-mail. You may 
indicate your interest by return mail.  There will only be one 
production run of the coin.  We will have enough for current 
members and probably all of those who would like to make 
their membership current. 

The 1 1/2 inch coin will look like this:



�

Reunion Schedule

Wednesday, 10 Sep 2008
	         p.m. – Early arrival of Board of Directors, and 
		   a few others

Thursday, 11 Sep 2008 
	   9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m.–  	 Board of Directors  
		  Meeting in Savoy Board Room
	1 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. – 	 Registration in  
		  Valencia Room
	1 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. – 	 Recording of Taiwan  
		  Stories in Savoy Board Room
	   6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. – 	 Reception w/cash bar in  
		  Atrium area
	   7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. – 	Buffet Dinner in  
		  Atrium area

Friday, 12 Sep 2008
	   9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. – General Membership  
		  Meeting in Ballroom
	1 2:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. – 	 Luncheon in Ballroom  
		  with Local civilian and military dignitaries,  
		  Taiwan Military Attaché
	   2:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. – Recording of Taiwan  
		  Stories in Board Room; Open Time 
	   2:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. – 	 Bus shuttle to  
		  Air Defense Artillery Museum at Ft. Bliss

Saturday, 13 Sep 2008
	   9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. – 	 Bus tour to Old Mesilla 
		   shopping and lunch, “War Eagle” Aircraft 
		   Museum, and Stahmanns Pecan Farm
	   5:30 - 6:00 – Group photo in Atrium 
	   6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. – 	 Social Hour
	   7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. –Reunion Banquet  
		  and Entertainment

Sunday, 14 Sep 2008
	   8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. – Memorial Breakfast
	   10:00 a.m. – Conclusion of Reunion Activities

Membership Renewals

Corbin, Ray (D & B Btry)
Davis, S.B. (D Btry)
Douglas, Bob (B Btry)
Haase, Jerry (D Btry)
Havard, Al (A Btry)
Jarrell, Bob (D Btry)
Kent, Dave (Btry)
Lapham, Paul (Hq Btry)
Moody, Stu (Hq & B Btrys)
Morin, Casimiro (A Btry)
Pack, Bob (Hq Btry)
Rude, Marwood (A Btry)
Saylor, Lloyd (554th Ord Co.)
Scott, Charles (A Btry)
Spegele, John (D Btry)
Sterk, Wayne (B Btry)
Terbille, Herb (B Btry)
Trieglaff, Larry (Hq Btry)
Weller, Merle (C Btry)
Whitson, Earl (D Btry)
Woodin, Don (Hq Btry)

New Members

Wolfe, John (A Btry)

Notes from the Troops

5/14/08
From:  Nick Hodge (C Btry)
Hello Bob,

I received the latest Newsletter today.  Beth and I are both 
looking forward to the reunion in El Paso, especially since 
we were forced to miss the trip to South Dakota two years 
ago due to her ill health during that period.  She has been 
give strict orders that she is to maintain her present improved 
health. She has promised to comply with the order. (Actually, 
my pleading request) Our registration form, along with all 
fees, will follow by snail mail.

The unidentified picture on page #5 of the newsletter is 
of none other than yours truly.  I recognize the “pointer” in 
my hands as one carved for me by SFC Jose Casuga from a 
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pretty piece of native wood I picked up during one the many 
photo excursions I made with Bob Buchanan, Vic Evans, 
and Merle Weller into the “wilds” of the Taiwan mountains 
and tea fields.

See you on September 10th in good Ol’ El Paso.
“Nick” Hodge

5/15/08
From:  S.B. Davis (D Btry)

I do plan on being there ( reunion).  My granddaughter is 
driving me.

Hope to see you there.
S.B. Davis

5/15/08
From:  Bob Douglas (B Btry)
Bob,

Sorry I’m late with the dues.  I’m not as swift as I use to 
be.  Will try and do better.

Spoke to MG Oblinger yesterday.  He is planning to be our 
guest speaker on Sept. 13.

Give my best to Lois.
Bob Douglas

5/16/08
From:  Ben Seeley (B & Hq Btry)
Hi Bob,

… Hope to see you all in September at the 50th reunion in 
El Paso.  All is well here.

Ben Seeley

5/17/08
From: Sam Grant (Hq Btry)
Bob, 

I may be wrong, but I believe that is Cpt. Pagel instead 
of Cpt. Oliver on page 6 of the newsletter. I best remember 
Oliver and Cpt. Robinson in S-3, but I remember Pagel’s 
face.  I can’t remember working for Pagel, but wasn’t he the 
first S-3?  Best as I can remember, he didn’t stay at HQ very 
long.  I should remember clearly; after all, it’s only been 50 
years.

Best regards,
Sam Grant

5/18/08
From:  Jerry Haase (D Btry)
Dear Bob,

Enclosed is a check for two years plus a little extra for 
miscellaneous expenses which may come up.

I was sorry to read in your last newsletter that Dave Died-
rich and Jimmie Rogers had passed away.

I have just lost my wife last month and am in poor health 
myself and doubt that I will be able to travel to El Paso for 
the reunion.

Jerry Haase 
(D Btry)

5/19/08
From: Al Havard (A Btry)
Bob Mackintosh,

Some places of interest we would like to go: Kentucky, 
Pennsylvania, Seattle , WA, Colorado, Minnesota, Hawaii, 
Maine, Las Vegas, California, West Virginia.

We are looking forward to the reunion.  Have not made up 
our minds on Taiwan trip because of health problems.

Dues and registration fees (included).
See you all in September.
Alvin & Sadie

5/31/08
From: John Wolfe (A Btry)
Sir:

I am very sorry, my wife and I are unable to take this trip.
We are sending $150.00 to help the association for our dues 

and any other information or decorations that I may have 
earned.  If more expense is needed please let me know.

Thank you. John W. Wolfe

6/11/08
From:  Dave Kent (D Btry)
Dear Bob & Lois,

I was sad to hear that Betty Davis had passed away.  She 
and I had a common interest, that of playing the piano for the 
church and friends.  We both played by ear and by reading 
music.  The world and especially Sonny has lost a great tal-
ent and friend.  The angels in heaven now have her to enjoy 
her great talent.

Enclosed is a check to cover two years plus a little extra to 
use as needed.

I am not certain as to my going to El Paso yet, as I am 
single and have minor travel pains.  (Don’t we all.)  I hope 
I will send you the OK for the reunion in the next 30 to 45 
days.  

Have a great summer.
Best regards.
Dave Kent

6/17/08
From:  Don Woodin, (Hq Btry)
Dear Bob & Lois,

Enclosed is dues for 2009, 2010 and reunion registration 
and activities form.  Please use remainder for other mem-
bers and expenses.  Looking forward to El Paso and seeing 
everyone.

Thanks again for all the work you both do, also to the  
Association officers.  “You people really make it happen.”

Hey: Loretta Meadows and Donald and Sally Melvin,  
We’ve missed you .  Hope to see you in El Paso.  

Donald and Ruby Woodin 
Hq.
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6/28/08
From Bob Douglas (B Btry) (to Herb Terbille)
Herb, 

It is always good to hear from you. You bet Kay and I will 
be there. Looking forward to seeing everyone. I have set up 
the Folklorico Dancers, guest speaker MG John Oblinger, 
a photographer to take group photos, John Hamilton the Ft 
Bliss historian will be there with the necessary equipment to 
record war stories the guys remember, and I am trying to get 
passes to allow the guys that do not have a post tag on their 
auto to get on the post, this is not set yet but am working on 
it so they do not have to stand in line to get a pass. Any one 
bringing their car and wishing to go on post should bring a 
copy of their car title and current car insurance. We better go. 

Take care and will see you in September. 
Bob D

7/13/08
From:  Ollie Baxter (178th Ord)

I do intend to attend and if fact, have made my hotel res-
ervations and have my airline ticket.  I will be sending my 
registration and other fees not later than the 1st of August.

Also, for all of those who knew M/SGT Lonnie Faison, 
the supply SGT of the 178th Ord Detachment.  I spoke to 
him recently and he said that although he would not make the 
reunion, he was in good health and spirits.  He just recently 
celebrated his 94th birthday.  For those who might want to 
contact him, they can do so at:  Lonnie Faison 106 Beems 
Street  Mt. Olive NC. 28365, Telephone (919) 658-0828

7/14/08
From:  Harold Dickerson (C Btry)
Bob, 

I am not sure if I will make it this time; but I sure am going 
to give it a try. I have family living in El Paso so I will not 
need a hotel room. 

Thanks for all the hard work you are doing and have done 
to keep all of us together. 

The old Sarg Harold Dickerson

7/16/08
From:  Harry Phillips (D Btry)
Bob,

Terrific web site!  (www.2-71adataiwan.com)

7/28/08
From:  Connie Drum (178th Ord)

Not sure I can be in El Paso in Sept. 08.  Will try.
Mr. Baxter, 178th, called me about going and we had a 

nice chat.
My dues and best regards enclosed.
C. Drum

7/24/08
From: Dan Otting ( A Btry)
Dear Bob:

I delayed my registration until I had some medical tests 
done, got results Monday July 21, at this time, we plan on at-
tending the reunion. Will be sending the registration and fee 
within a few days.

Looking forward to seeing everyone.
Dan Otting

E-mail problems

Still can’t get e-mail to Bill Santak, as his server does not 
accept e-mail from <bmack@ardmore.net>.  Bill can you 
correct that?

Sonny Davis has discontinued his e-mail service at  
okieboy@wildblue.net.  Sonny, do you have another e-mail 
address?  How about your granddaughter?

Ben Seeley, do you have another e-mail address?
Milt Breeder, do you have another e-mail address?  

<lbreder@comcast.net> has been returned.

ROC Trainee and Instructor, Nick Hodges,  
C Battery, 1959

Corrections to photos in May 2008 Newsletter




